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GSU NEEDS A BIGGER ROOM!
Prof. Shahid takes Summer UNIX class by storm, teaches GSU’s largest class at 91 students
By: Misturat Ganiyu
Assistant Editor
 N i n e t y - o n e 
students enrolled in UNIX 
Programming, a graduate 
computer science course, 
taught by University lecturer 
Aslam (Sam) Shahid. This 
is the first ever class in 
GSU’s history to surpass the 
maximum capacity of the 
campuses largest classroom 
(F1622).
 Four students 
registered for this course two 
summers ago. Since then, 
the class size has increased 
beyond Professor Shahid’s 
expectation. Computer 
Science faculty witnessed the 
enrollment number multiply 
in real-time. Prof. Shahid and 
other faculty were shocked 
and surprised. When Diana 
Parr from the National 
Security Agency (NSA) 
visited Governors State 
University last semester, she 
stressed the importance of 
programming. For instance, 
NSA conducted research on 
Security-Enhanced Linux.
 In Prof. Shahids 
classroom, students learned 
how to program using Linux 
operating system, which is 
popular worldwide. He also 
prepared his students for 
Linux+ Certification. 
 ”Since it was a 
hybrid course, we didn’t have 
to meet on campus.” Student, 
Mohammed Asifuddin 
Quraishi said, “Professor 
Shahid teaching Unix 
Programming live online 
every class day through 
BB Collaborate was a new 
experience for me, but it was 
effective, since I felt like he 
was teaching just me”.
 This class can 
become a template for future 
classes at Governors State 
University. It is an example 
of growth within in a 
department and it will not be 
the last
By: Bob Meyers
Staff Writer
 Governors State 
University students will 
savor the flavors of a new 
food vendor this semester.
 In spring 2015, 
GSU released a Request 
for Proposal to solicit a 
concessionary agreement 
related to the on campus 
food service operations and 
vending including dining, 
convenience store, exclusive 
campus-wide catering and 
vending services.
 According to Betsy 
Joseph, Director of Auxiliary 
Services and University 
Housing, GSU “thought it 
important to take a fresh 
look at our dining program 
needs and solicit proposals 
from companies to run our 
dining, catering, and vending 
program on campus.”
 GSU’s new dining 
partner is  Arena Food 
Services, Inc., one of the 
largest independently owned 
and operated food service 
management and catering 
companies in central Illinois.
 Joseph elaborated 
by saying, “Arena will be 
providing a variety of menu 
options in the café, including 
their Arena Life Style concept 
with Weight Watchers and 
their point value calculation 
concept,       Cont. p.4
Have you noticed a change 
in the cafeteria?
State budget 
stalemate:
 Day 235
By Kyle H. Horn
Editor in Chief
 On January 12, 
Bruce Rauner was elected 
governor of Illinois. Since 
then, the GSU community 
has been waiting to see what 
his proposed budget cuts 
would look like in higher 
education. His proposal 
included slashing 31.5% 
from government allocated 
funding to all state schools.  
 After Rauner’s 
announced budget cuts, 
GSU students and leadership 
visited Springfield for 
the @SaveOurEducation 
movement, in an attempt to 
dissuade Illinois legislators 
from cutting GSU’s budget 
deeply if at all. 
 The matter is still 
unresolved. According to 
illinoissenatedemocrats.com, 
nearly 90% of the Illinois 
state spending has been 
committed despite the lack of 
a planned budget leaving only 
10% for higher education, 
various grants, scholarships 
and other programs.  “The 
bottom line [is that], it is 
extremely difficult for all 
public universities to plan 
with all this uncertainty,” said 
GSU Director of Government 
and Community Relations 
Maureen Kelly.
 Funding for the 
Illinois MAP grant is also 
undecided, but legislation is 
on the table to allocate $374 
million to the grant. 
Professor Shahid with his summer UNIX class, photo courtesy of The View
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CAN YOU DRAW?
THE PHOENIX NEEDS YOU!
YOUR NEWSPAPER IS IN 
NEED OF ARTISTS 
AND ILLUSTRATORS
TO BRING COMICS AND
 CARTOONS TO ITS 
ENTERTAINMENT PAGE!
FOR MORE INFORMATION   
USE CONTACT INFO BELOW
Feature
Daniel Nearing
Interviewed 
By Brenda Torres
Associate Editor
 The Professor Profile 
for this issue is Daniel Nearing 
from the College and of Arts 
and Sciences, Division of 
Communication Visual and 
Performing Arts
Phoenix: How long have you 
been in the filmmaking field? 
And what got you interested? 
Nearing: My first love is 
writing and literature, but in the 
1990s I became increasingly 
interested in filmmaking as a 
way to reach an audience and 
to express things visually that 
can’t be expressed in words. 
Phoenix: Who are your 
filmmaker heroes?
Nearing: I want to turn this 
question a bit because I think 
as a filmmaker it’s healthy to 
have heroes from various arts 
- for me they’re James Joyce, 
E.L. Doctorow, Margaret 
Atwood, Marcel Proust, 
Sherwood Anderson (all 
writers), Miranda July (both 
writer and filmmaker), Milos 
Forman, Sidney Lumet, Orson 
Welles (filmmakers), and 
artists like Leonardo, Gustave 
Caillebotte, Will Eisner. All of 
them have had a huge influence 
on my storytelling and shot 
compositions. They’ve given 
me the courage to be honest 
in my work and to take big 
chances in story and visual 
design. 
Phoenix:  What got you 
interested in teaching?
Nearing: I’ve wanted to teach 
since starting university as a 
student. I envied the freedom 
of my professors to think 
differently and bravely, as 
well as their kind efforts to 
guide their students in the best 
possible way. My professors 
played a strong role in shaping 
me as an individual and 
opening my eyes to beauty and 
truth, in literature mainly, that I 
might not otherwise have seen. 
Teaching is a wonderful way 
to try to engage and give back 
as a filmmaker and a human 
being. 
Phoenix: What experiences as 
a filmmaker do you bring to 
the classroom?
Nearing: All of my 
courses are informed by 
an array of experience in 
making documentaries for 
the Discovery Channel, 
the Canadian Broadcast 
Corporation (CBC), and 
others, as well as the making 
of our GSU art films, “Chicago 
Heights” and “Hogtown.” 
I draw on my experiences 
to explain the reality of the 
independent filmmaking 
process to our students, and try 
to underscore the importance of 
making projects that give you a 
personal sense of achievement 
as an artist or storyteller.
Phoenix: How is it being a 
recipient of the Guggenheim 
award?
Nearing: It’s a huge honor and 
great surprise because some of 
those heroes I just mentioned 
have also been named 
Guggenheim Fellows, not to 
mention many Nobel laureates 
and other contributors to the 
arts and sciences. It’s one of 
those things that come to us in 
life that, even as some things 
go wrong, reassure you and 
keep you determined to trust 
your instincts and invest all of 
yourself in what you do.
Phoenix: What else would 
you like readers to know about 
you?
Nearing: We welcome 
students from many different 
disciplines in our MFA path in 
film and imaging. I’m always 
happy to meet with anyone 
who has an interest in pursuing 
one of our courses or a degree. 
It’s a degree that provides the 
time, equipment, training and 
encouragement to become a 
filmmaker or photographer, 
and what students make of that 
opportunity is all in their hands. 
If you join our MFA, you’re 
competing with yourself to 
bring out the best in yourself.
Prof. Daniel Nearing. Photo by Brenda Torres
2nd Annual CEO Leadership 
Certificate Program
By Sheree Sanderson
Director of Student Life
 The CEO Leadership 
Certificate Program (CEO) is 
designed to provide student 
leaders effective and essential 
leadership skills. Students 
will have the opportunity to 
develop and enhance a personal 
philosophy of leadership 
that includes comprehension 
of leadership theory and 
application. 
 The CEO program 
develops leadership potential 
and self-efficacy in preparing 
today’s students to lead. 
Student leaders will also 
explore leadership trends to 
foster learning and personal 
development through 
exploration of theories and 
practices. 
The program is specifically 
structured to create a learning 
environment with an emphasis 
on student development.  There 
are specific competencies that 
will be covered in the course 
of the program to enhance 
students’ level of knowledge. 
The program will proceed with 
a mix of standard workshop 
format, online workshops, and 
discussions through the CEO-
Up Close & Personal series. 
 Student leaders 
register at www.surveymonkey.
com/s/CEOLeadership. Visit 
Student Life website at http://
www.govst.edu/Leadership/ to 
review complete schedule. For 
additional information contact 
S. Sanderson at ssanderson@
govst.edu 
Registration open for family
 and friends weekend!
By Sheree Sanderson
Director of Student Life
 Family and Friends 
Weekend is an opportunity 
to experience GSU’s Jaguars 
campus life. For many 
students, this special event 
provides the first opportunity 
to visit with family and 
friends since the beginning 
of the semester. Within the 
first two months of the fall 
semester, students have 
settled into the campus 
community and are actively 
immersed in the college 
experience. This exciting 
October weekend presents 
an important opportunity for 
families and friends to share 
firsthand in their student’s 
GSU experience. 
 We invite you to join 
us for this year’s Family and 
Friends Weekend, October 8 
– 10, 2015.  Lots of exciting 
events are planned; (Start 
your weekend with the Jaguar 
Jamboree,  Friday, Step Show 
featuring Power 92 “The 
Hot Boys”, Saturday, the 
Student Variety Show hosted 
by Comedian “Just Nesh”, 
and  Jazz  Brunch with 
the President).  NEW: The 
Colleges have joined together 
to create the Generation 
Meet and Greet: All College 
Alumni Social on Friday 
night, be sure to contact your 
classmates and tell them to 
meet you there!  Be sure to 
share this information with 
family, friends, constituents, 
retirees and alumni.  Visit 
www.govst.edu/weekend 
for a complete schedule of 
events.
Registration is free for 
parents, family members, 
alumni and friends of GSU; 
space is limited for some 
events, and there is a minimal 
cost for some activities.
 Online registration is 
now available at www.govst.
edu/weekend ; participants 
will also be able to register 
onsite upon their arrival on 
campus.
Campus
Hantack barn no more
By Bob Meyers
Staff Writer
 
 On August 7th, the 
Hantack barn on the GSU 
campus caught fire.
 According to officials 
the barn was used to cache 
snow removal equipment, 
sand, and fertilizer as well 
as being an integral part in 
GSU’s agriculture.
No injuries were reported.
 According to the 
GSU View, an investigation 
conducted by the Illinois State 
Fire Marshall determined the 
fire was caused by improper 
use of smoking products.
 As a result of the 
fire, the barn was a complete 
loss and will have to be 
demolished
No Smoking: Campus wide ban on tabacco 
By Misturat Ganiyu
Assistant Editor
 Under the Smoke 
Free Campus Act (110 
ILCS 64/), Governors State 
University forbids any person 
on school property from using 
and selling tobacco. Under 
the law, no one is authorized 
to smoke in his or her vehicle 
anywhere on campus. 
 Last year students, 
faculty and staff were allowed 
to smoke cigarettes 15 feet 
away from the entrance but 
many smokers ignored that 
rule. Based on an April 2012 
survey conducted at GSU, 
“71 percent of students and 
49 percent of employees 
say they are exposed to 
secondhand smoke on the 
campus.” 
 “In my opinion, I 
think the smoke-free policy 
is a good policy to have 
just because my personal 
experience with students’ 
smoking and faculty smoking 
very close to the door,” 
Jeremy Basso, an Advanced 
Public Speaking instructor 
said, “which if you’re a non-
smoker, you have to walk 
through the doorway and 
there is no way around that.”
 The Centers for 
Disease Control state that 
“any exposure to involuntary 
smoking can harm one’s well-
being and for non-smokers, 
secondhand smoke can be 
the source of life-threatening 
diseases.
 If an individual 
seeks to smoke on campus, 
he or she must apply for an 
exemption by emailing the 
Associate Vice President of 
Facilities Development and 
Management.
Fall changes for the library
By Misturat Ganiyu
Assistant Editor
 The library is open 
Monday through Friday from 
8am to 10pm. On Friday, it 
closes at 5pm. The hours are 
8:30am to 5pm on Saturdays. 
On Sundays, it open late 
afternoon for four hours: 1 
to 5pm. This information is 
also located on the Governors 
State University’s website. 
 Its faculty has 
changed the location of 
each help desk. To the 
left of the entrance, rests 
the information desk and 
reference desk; to the right 
of the entrance rests the 
technical desk. 
 As always, the 
Library’s online research 
resource are available to you 
24/7.
“Beautiful Me” 
By Holly Britton
Bob Meyers
Staff Writer
 The gentle movement 
of swings at a park whilst 
enjoying the company of a best 
friend is how we are introduced 
to Samantha and Danny (Jamie 
Mackenzie Williams and 
Brendan Sullivan) in “Beautiful 
Me.” The film explores a 
version of our world where 
heterosexuality is considered 
socially unacceptable.
 Early on, we learn that 
Samantha has been dealing with 
her fair share of bullying.
 Witnesses who see 
Samantha and Danny together 
at the park begin laughing as 
we learn of Samantha’s inner 
torment that has been deep 
within.
 Samantha does not eat 
much of her dinner and proceeds 
to ask for an early exit from the 
family table.
 Next, we see Samantha 
and Danny in the park’s typical 
serious mood with black and 
white.  Danny tries to hold her 
hand, but Samantha is nervous 
about what the bullies would 
think if they see them, as this 
film takes place in a world where 
heterosexuals are looked down 
upon as sinners for being with 
the opposite sex.
 What does Danny do? 
What anyone wanting to express 
their feelings would.  He leans in 
for a kiss on Samantha’s cheek, 
which immediately follows with 
humiliation brought on by the 
bullies.
 The following day, 
Samantha sees pictures taken 
by the bullies, which are sent to 
everyone at school.
Danny texts her that morning 
and it is revealed that the two 
have gotten the same texts.  
A lot of people go through a 
similar experience in school and 
undergo the same, if not worse, 
teasing by bullies, which builds 
up the more it goes on.  
 Like in Samantha’s 
case, the bullying has happened 
many others before.
 The film tugs at the 
heartstrings and certainly deals 
with the problem of bullying in 
a no holds barred manner.  The 
film’s writer-director, Holly 
Britton, is exquisite in presenting 
the reality of this type of bullying 
reality and one of its potential 
ensuing outcomes as the film 
progresses.
 If ever a film needed 
to be seen by its primary target 
audience, it is this one.  Beautiful 
Me deals with the bullying 
epidemic in a delicate but 
realistic tone.  
 The film encourages 
you to celebrate your differences 
and embrace yourself – to not let 
insecure or jealous individuals 
get the better of you. 
 The film co-stars Yuri 
Barcenas, Amanda Buhs, Gina 
Palmer, and Joanne Dal Santo.
 “Beautiful Me” 
deserves praise and ovations.
 See the next issue of the 
Phoenix for an interview with 
the director.
....expanded salad bar, a 
variety of grab-n-go items, 
including fresh fruit.”
The GSU vending machines 
will also be offering healthier 
options.  
 Fit Pick choices meet 
nutrition standards: less than 
35% of total calories from 
fat, less than 10% of total 
calories from saturated fat, 
less than 35% of total calories 
by weight from sugar.
 The GSU Cafeteria 
will have daily specials in 
all areas as a result of the 
new inclusion of Arena Food 
Services, Inc. ranging from 
breakfast, grill favorites, 
Weight Watchers’ Homestyle 
Creations, Arena Lifestyles, 
sandwich specials, and the 
Quick Fix grab-n-go cooler 
items.
 Additionally, GSU 
will use social media to post 
information about specials 
and cafeteria and food-
oriented announcements.
Furthermore, two food 
service advisory committees 
are being set up; one with 
students and the other with 
faculty/staff and department 
representatives.
GSU is soliciting feedback 
from customers.  An online 
survey is available at www.
govst.edu/dining.
 Comment card boxes 
will be in both the café and 
the convenience store in 
Prairie Place in the coming 
months.
New food vendor Cont.
Barn remain, photo by Kyle H. Horn
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MTV Video Music Awards
Kanye for President?
By Bob Meyers
Staff Writer
 The 2015 MTV 
Video Music Awards took 
place at the Microsoft Theater 
in Los Angeles, California 
and was hosted by Miley 
Cyrus.
  This year’s 
Video MusicAwards featured 
Miley Cyrus, 21 Pilots with 
A$AP Rocky, Tori Kelly, 
Demi Lovato with Iggy 
Azalea, Nick Jonas, Walk 
the Moon, The Weekend, 
Todrick Hall, Pharrell 
Williams, Macklemore, Ryan 
Lewis, Eric Nally, Melle Mel, 
Kool Moe Dee, Grandmaster 
Caz, Nicki Minaj and Taylor 
Swift, to show that there 
was no hard feelings after 
their supposed Twitter feud 
months ago.
 Justin Bieber also 
performed his song “What 
do U Mean?”, breaking into 
tears after the song ended. 
 Taylor Swift also 
presented Kanye West with 
the Michael Jackson Video 
Vanguard Award.  
 Swift reflected on 
the fact that West’s College 
Dropout was her first-ever 
iTunes purchase and joked, 
“I’mma let you finish, but 
Kanye West has had one of the 
greatest careers of all time,” 
as a nod to his interruption 
of her 2009 VMAs awards 
speech.
 After Swift’s 
introductions, West thanked 
her and continued with 
another reference to their 
infamous encounter six years 
ago.
 West said it crosses 
his mind while at the grocery 
store with his daughter during 
a conversation about juice 
and, “at the end they say, ’Oh, 
you’re not that bad after all!’
 West then goes on 
to talk about his inability to 
understand awards shows 
and MTV’s thirst for ratings 
as well as his fight for art and 
the artists.
 In part, West 
elaborated, “Just worry how 
you feel at the time, man. Just 
worry about how you feel 
and don’t NEVER … you 
know what I’m saying? I’m 
confident. I believe in myself. 
We the millennials, bro. This 
is a new mentality. We’re not 
gonna control our kids with 
brands. We not gonna teach 
low self-esteem and hate to 
our kids. We gonna teach 
our kids that they can be 
something. We gonna teach 
our kids that they can stand 
up for theyself! We gonna 
teach our kids to believe in 
themselves!”
 West concluded 
his speech with a surprise 
announcement.
 “If my grandfather 
was here right now he would 
not let me back down! I don’t 
know I’m fittin’ to lose after 
this. It don’t matter though, 
cuz it ain’t about me. It’s 
about ideas, bro. New ideas. 
People with ideas. People 
who believe in truth. And yes, 
as you probably could have 
guessed by this moment, I 
have decided in 2020 to run 
for president.”
Changes in the landscape of Late Night T.V.
By Bob Meyers
Staff Writer
 The late night T.V. 
scene has changed. Craig 
Ferguson left his Late Show 
on CBS in December of last 
year. David Letterman took 
his final bow on his Late Show 
on May 20. Lastly, Jon Stewart 
concluded his 16-year tenure 
hosting Comedy Central’s 
Daily Show on August 6.
 With all of the changes 
in the late night lineup that have 
happened in recent months, 
this has left an undeniable hole 
in comedy’s lullaby hours to be 
filled by a new generation.
 British comedian 
James Corhen has taken over 
the reins of the Late Late Show 
since March.  Corhen employs 
his wit by engaging the talk 
show format of introducing all 
of the guests at once, similar to 
how the BBC’s Graham Norton 
Show operates.  
 Corden presents 
competition to NBC’s Tonight 
Show host Jimmy Fallon by 
partaking in sketches with 
celebrities that are the talk 
around the water cooler and 
viral video sensations the 
following day.
 Colbert, familiar to 
audiences as a former Daily 
Show correspondent and 
host of Comedy Central’s The 
Colbert Report, will premiere 
as host of The Late Show 
on September 8.  Unlike his 
Colbert Report character, Mr. 
Colbert has said you will see 
the real Stephen Colbert as the 
Late Show host and not the 
character he once created.
 To prepare, a new 
online presence was launched 
for The Late Show this summer, 
including new social media 
accounts, a podcast, mobile 
app, and a monologue-styled 
video focusing on the beard he 
had grown since leaving The 
Colbert Report.   
 Colbert will have 
nearly full control over The 
Late Show, which will air its 
new incarnation at 10:35 p.m. 
on CBS.
 Comedian Trevor 
Noah, known for his brief 
tenure as one of Jon Stewart’s 
many correspondents as well 
as hosting his own late night 
talk show in South Africa titled 
Tonight with Trevor Noah; will 
take over as the new host of 
The Daily Show on September 
28. It will conclude a new era 
of change and bring a new 
international perspective to the 
political and news satire arena.
Refinery shutdown 
causes 
gas price turbulance
By Kyle H. Horn
Editor in Chief
 On August 8, the 
BP oil refinery in Whiting 
Indiana shut down its largest 
of three crude distilleries due 
to a need for unscheduled 
repairs. According to CNBC, 
gas prices have jumped 
an average of 20 cents per 
gallon, with some areas 
seeing prices raised up to 70 
cents per gallon. 
 With oil prices at 
recent record lows, some 
Michigan officials have 
called for an investigation 
by the Attorney General 
due to rising prices which 
Michigan senator John Proos 
called “drastic and sudden” 
according to ABC7 news. 
 Fortunately for 
motorists, the refinery was 
restarted on August 25. 
According to ABC news, 
prices in the Great Lakes 
region have dropped below 
the three-dollar mark for 
unleaded fuel and it can be 
expected that prices will 
continue to fall, perhaps at an 
even faster rate than before 
the refinery shut down. 
Vitae
The Graduate Professional 
Network
By Matt Gentry
Columnist
 Graduate Students,
Welcome back to GSU!  I 
hope you had a great summer 
and are excited about the fall 
semester! By now, you have 
received a couple emails from 
the “Graduate Professional 
Network” (GPN) and you may 
be wondering why and how 
you received those emails.  This 
article will let you know what 
the GPN is, what we do for you, 
and how you can help the GPN.
 The GPN is a student 
organization that represents 
and supports all graduate 
students across GSU’s campus. 
There are approximately 2000 
graduate students at GSU 
enrolled in one of 30 Master’s 
Degrees or 5 Doctoral Degrees. 
Although these programs and 
degrees cover a diverse set of 
disciplines, graduate students 
share similar needs and concerns 
at some level.  Thus, one of the 
many roles the GPN serves 
is as a liaison to university 
administration to represent those 
needs and concerns.  If you 
have anything you think should 
be brought to the university’s 
attention, the GPN is a great 
avenue to communicate those 
items.
Another major role of the GPN 
is to provide programming 
designed for graduate students 
and this is where we spend 
most of our time, money, and 
efforts.  Upcoming programs 
this semester to support 
graduate students will include 
“Negotiating the Job Offer for 
Health Care Professionals” 
and a “Graduate Assistantship 
Information Session”. 
Additionally, the GPN will be 
subsidizing business cards for 
graduate students this semester 
as a service, where graduate 
students can get 100 business 
cards for only $5. 
 Back to those emails: 
Every graduate student is 
automatically enrolled in 
a Blackboard course titled 
“Graduate Student Information 
Center”.  This course is the 
newsfeed for the GPN and 
helps disseminate information 
to graduate students.  Besides 
containing organization 
information about the GPN, 
such as our formal mission 
statement, bylaws, and meeting 
minutes, there is a variety of 
information worth checking 
out. “Upcoming Events” is a 
tab with more information about 
upcoming programs.  Especially 
popular for graduate students 
is information about Graduate 
Assistantships which provides 
a tuition waiver and stipend in 
exchange for part-time work. 
Additionally, past Phoenix 
articles with valuable advice 
for a successful grad school 
experience and information from 
past programs are available.  
Do you have something you 
think could make graduate 
student culture better at GSU? 
Please share it with the GPN! 
We are growing on campus and 
working hard to best support our 
graduate student body.  The best 
way to contribute is to show up 
at our next monthly meeting on 
Wednesday 9/9/15 from 3:30-
4:30 PM in the Career Services 
Office in A1120.  Can’t make it? 
Email GPN Chair Matt Gentry 
at mgentry@student.govst.
edu and share your thoughts, 
suggestions, and ideas.   
Orbis
Introducing the 2016 Presidential Campaign
By Andrew Kriz
Intern Writer
 Election season is 
right around the corner and on 
the Republican side, the race is 
far closer than the Clinton vs. 
Sanders.  Five candidates for the 
Republicans have a shot to win 
the primaries and campaign for 
the presidency.
Donald Trump
Background:  Trump, age 69, 
is a real-estate developer and 
former TV star known for The 
Apprentice.  Since July, Trump 
has risen to the top of the polls 
with his free-range campaign 
and offensive quotes towards 
celebrities and reporters.   His 
unfiltered responses and 
interviews have drawn massive 
attention to Trump’s campaign.
Stances: Trump’s views on 
immigration were published 
in the New York Times. His 
plan includes deporting all five 
million illegal immigrants in the 
country, building a wall across 
the Mexican border , tripling 
the number of border patrol 
agents, and removing the current 
policy that all children born to 
illegal immigrants are given 
automatic citizenship.  In a New 
York Times article, Trump said 
he does support the Affordable 
Care Act with a free market plan 
and allowing competition to 
lower costs. When dealing with 
the economy Trump has said he 
is against borrowing money and 
stimulating policies. According 
to CNN, Trump has been against 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
which he feels is “an attack on 
America’s business”.
Support:  The Tea Party has 
officially announced they are a 
strong supporter of Trump and 
Republicans who want to crack 
down on illegal immigration.
Ben Carson
Background:  A former head of 
pediatric neurosurgery at John 
Hopkins hospital.  According 
to a New York Times article by 
Trip Gabriel on Sept. 1, Carson 
grew up poor, went to medical 
school, and has developed 
groundbreaking advances in 
neurosurgery. He is also the only 
African-American candidate 
running for either party.  Carson 
went from a leading surgeon to 
an iconic figure after attacking 
Obamacare at the 2013 National 
Prayer Breakfast where he railed 
the policy and criticized Obama.
Stances:  The New York Times 
reported that Carson is strongly 
against Obama’s handling of 
the presidency and current 
health care laws.  In all other 
matters ranging from foreign 
policy, issues at home, and the 
economy Carson is a traditional 
conservative in all of his beliefs.
Support: Grassroot 
conservatives and is  believed to 
have supporters inside of Iowa’s 
99 counties.
Jeb Bush
Background: A former 
governor of Florida having 
served two terms from 1999 to 
2007.  A major bill he signed as 
governor was the “stand your 
ground” law which enabled 
Floridians to shoot someone if 
they felt threatened. Jeb signed 
an $8 billion bill that also comes 
from the Bush family lineage.  
Stances:  According to 
crowdpac.com, Bush is 
an adamant Establishment 
Republican meaning his stances 
are more Democratically aligned 
while remaining conservative 
in his core beliefs.  He has 
not budged on his beliefs of 
helping illegal immigrants earn 
documentation despite pressure 
from Trump’s campaign.  When 
dealing with foreign policy 
he is projected to stay true to 
Republican beliefs.  Bush is a 
believer in education and the 
Common Core standards.  
Support:  According to data 
gathered by crowdpac.com 
major corporations and people 
with close ties to his family in 
Texas have donated. As of Aug. 
19th, he has raised over $120 
million for his campaign.
Marco Rubio
Background:  Rubio is a second-
generation Cuban-American 
and was speaker of the Florida 
House of Representatives.  In 
2010 he beat out Governor 
Charlie Crist to win the 
Republican Nomination in the 
Senate election. As a young 
candidate at 43, Rubio wants to 
reach younger voters.
Stances:  According to a New 
York Times article, Rubio has 
said he wants to balance the 
budget in 10 years by freezing all 
spending except on defense.  He 
voted in favor of a $4.3 trillion 
budget cut that would take from 
Medicare and government 
programs.   He is strongly 
against Obamacare; wanting 
to repeal it and implement tax 
credits.  On illegal immigration, 
Rubio tried to pass a bill through 
the Senate that would determine 
the criteria for immigrants to 
gain citizenship.  Rubio wants to 
cut corporate taxes to 25 percent 
and add a $2,500 child tax credit. 
When dealing with Cuban 
relations, Rubio promised to 
block Obama’s efforts to work 
with Castro and to instead work 
with the people and leadership to 
help Cubans.
Supporters: Rubio is drawing 
on support from Establishment 
Republicans according to 
crowdpac.com.  He is also 
receiving backing from those 
who want the United States to 
have a stronger involvement in 
foreign affairs.  Conservatives 
have voiced their support for his 
campaign as well.
Scott Walker
Background:  Being the son 
of an evangelical preacher 
and governor in the State of 
Wisconsin has helped Walker 
in his campaign according to an 
article posted by Patrick Healy 
of the New York Times on July 
15.  
Stances:  Healy wrote 
that Walker leans heavily 
conservative compared to the 
other candidates.  He believes 
strongly in gun ownership rights, 
is anti-union, taking away power 
from the federal government, 
and wants the states to decide 
their own policies.  Walker wants 
to beef up national security. 
Supporters: According to 
crowdpac.com Tea Party, 
conservatives, Establishment 
Republicans, religious 
conservatives, the Midwest, 
conservative Democrats, and 
voters who supported Ronald 
Reagan are expected to back 
Walker.
The republican campaign
The democratic campaign
By Misturat Ganiyu
Assistant Editor
Bernie Sanders
 In April, Vermont 
Senator Bernie Sanders told 
Associated Press that he was 
running for president as a democrat. 
According to Washington Post, he 
is a self-proclaimed democratic 
socialist. While a part of the US 
House of Representative, Sanders 
served as independent Congress 
member longer than anyone else 
in history, according to his Senator 
website.
Issues and Proposals:
Unemployment Rates:
 One of Sanders solutions 
to our unemployment crisis is to 
contest the US involvement in 
free-trade agreements because 
these deals hinder American jobs/ 
do not benefit American workers.
Fighting for Women’s Rights:
 Sanders believes the fact 
that women working full-time 
only earn 78 cents for every dollar 
a man earns is unfair as mentioned 
on his campaign site; hence, 
his plans to sign the Paycheck 
Fairness Act into law to end the 
gender pay gap.
 He vows only to choose 
supreme courts justices who 
reinforces Roe v. Wade stated in 
his Women’s reproduction rights 
proposal.
Criminal Justice Reform:
 On his campaign site, 
Sanders says physical, political, 
legal and economic violence are 
the type of violence endured by 
African Americans. He addresses 
each of them differently. Sanders 
mentions under the Racial Justice 
of his website that we need to 
create rules for police officers to 
respond to people with mental 
illnesses. If state governments 
improve the response of officers, 
grant money will be awarded and 
if not, funds will be withheld from 
them.
On Climate Change: 
 Sanders acknowledges 
that climate change is a problem 
on his website. He recommend we 
(citizens) convey our opposition to 
the Keystone pipeline.
How likely is Bernie Sanders to 
win?
 According to Real 
Clear Politics, Sanders holds 25.0 
percentage points of the public 
vote among the democratic 
presidential candidates.
Hilary Clinton
 On April 12th of this 
year, Hilary Clinton announced 
her 2016 presidential election 
bid via video. She had served as 
Secretary of State and US Senator 
from New York and First Lady of 
the United States, according to the 
White House.
Issues and Proposals:
 Clinton vows to reduce 
the influence of money in politics.
According to Clinton’s website, 
money impacts politics, but it 
can be reduced by appointing 
fair Supreme Court judges 
and proposing an alternative to 
campaign funding. 
 In the long run, Clinton 
hopes we (America) hold China 
accountable, defeat ISIS, and 
prevent a nuclear Iran, according 
to her website.
How likely will Hillary Clinton 
win?
 Currently, she holds 
49.2 percentage points of the 
public vote among democratic 
presidential nomination.
Lincoln Chafee
 Background: Lincoln 
Chafee served as an Independent 
governor of Rhode Island, 
according to ABC News.
Issues and Proposals:
Environmental Stewardship:
 On his campaign 
website, he informs the readers 
of his dedication to protecting the 
environment.
Ensure Freedom for All 
Americans:
 Under Chafee’s 
leadership, he promises that 
freedom of choice is guaranteed, 
according to his site.
How likely will Lincoln Chafee 
Win?
 Chafee holds 0.6 
percentage points of the votes 
among the other democratic 
presidential candidates
Martin O’Malley
 On May 30th of this 
year, Martin O’Malley revealed 
to a crowd at Federal Hill Park 
in Baltimore that he is running 
for president.  Martin J O’Malley 
served as Governor of Maryland 
from January 17,2007 to January 
21, 2015. Prior to that position, he 
was elected Mayor of Baltimore 
for two terms.
Issues and Proposals:
Bring Accountability to Wall 
Street:
 According to 
O’Malley’s Campaign site, he 
hopes to reinstate the Glass-
Steagall Act if he becomes 
president, so those who were 
involve in the 2008 meltdown on 
Wall Street meltdown are held 
accountable for their actions.
Reform Our Immigration 
System:
 He believes a 
comprehensive immigration 
reform will benefit our country 
and our economy, according to his 
campaign website.
How likely will Martin 
O’Malley win?
 According to Real Clear 
Politics, O’Malley holds 2.0 
percentage points of the public 
vote among the democratic 
presidential candidates.
Jim Webb
 On July 2nd, Jim Webb 
announced his run for president. 
He is a Virginia Senator according 
to his website. In addition, he 
served as Secretary of Defense 
and Secretary of the Navy.
Issues and Proposals:
Good Governance:
 Webb believes the 
structure of the US government 
requires improvement,
Webb believes the US 
administration requires 
improvement.
National Infrastructure
 According to Webb’s 
campaign website, the rise 
of technology contributes to 
unemployment.
How likely will Jim Webb win?
 He holds 1.6 percentage 
points of the public vote among 
the democratic presidential 
nomination, according to Real 
Clear Politics.
Note to our readers:
 According to CNN, the 
first Democratic primary debate 
will occur in Nevada on October 
13.
Sports and Entertainment
By Andrew Kriz
Intern Writer
 The Governors State 
University (GSU) Jaguars 
fell to 0-6 this season during 
their inaugural home game 
against the Indiana University 
Northwest RedHawks 25-21, 
25-23, 25-20 on Tuesday, Aug. 
25th.
 Out of the gate, the 
Jaguars fell behind to an 0-3 
start before scoring their 
first point of the set.  The 
RedHawks would then go on 
to score twice before Jaguars’ 
defensive specialist Briana 
Holden set up a play in the back 
court that shifted momentum 
to the home team.
 Following the crucial 
assist by Holden, the Jaguars 
would rally to tie the first set 
6-6 with an impressive kill 
by outside hitter and two time 
Texas state champion Briana 
Clark before the RedHawks 
regained their composure and 
took another lead.
 Despite key plays by 
Holden and Clark throughout 
the first contest, the Jaguars 
found themselves in a 22-16 
hole before rallying to bring 
the score closer at 20-23.  The 
crowd showed their support for 
the Jaguars with rallying chants 
of “G”, “S”, “U” whenever a 
set-up play would be initiated 
by the offense during the four 
point surge. 
The RedHawks would take the 
opener 25-21 before switching 
sides for the second bout.
 While on the left 
side of the court, the Jaguars 
faced an unusual obstacle - 
the low hanging ceiling in the 
gymnasium.  A ball hit directly 
off the hands of a Jaguar 
middle-blocker in the backrow 
popped up into the overhang, 
changed direction, and 
bounced out of play resulting 
in a point for the RedHawks. 
The low ceiling would affect 
play by both teams throughout 
the contest, giving up four 
points in total.
During the second set, the 
Jaguars took a quick 6-0 
lead that left the RedHawks 
scrambling to fight back 
against the unrelenting offense. 
After scoring their first point at 
6-1, the RedHawks dug in and 
began a comeback before a 
pair of botched serves derailed 
their comeback and shifted the 
set into GSU’s court tied at 10 
points.
 Towards the middle 
of the game, both teams would 
surrender a point back and 
forth until Erika Halverson, a 
freshman outside hitter from 
Peotone, Il., drilled a spike to 
put the Jaguars up 19-18 to end 
the longest play of the evening 
with the ball crossing the net 
five times before a score.
 Halverson would end 
the night with 11 kills.
 Down a point at 21-
22, Clark reached over the 
net to delicately tip the ball 
back over into the RedHawks 
zone in a move that stunned 
RedHawks players expecting a 
harder hit attack.
 The next play 
orchestrated by the Jaguars 
involved two players chasing 
the ball near the bleachers, 
hitting it forward to waiting 
teammates, and scoring after 
catching the RedHawks 
unaware.  Now up 23-22, GSU 
forced Indiana University 
Northwest to burn a timeout.
 Following the 
timeout, the RedHawks 
brought in freshman Cassie 
Bryant to protect the backcourt 
that the Jaguars were finding a 
bevy of points after Bryant left 
the game.
Bryant would play a key role 
in the RedHawks 3-set win 
with 19 digs.
 After the timeout, the 
visitors would go on to score 
three unanswered points to win 
the second match 25-23.
During the final set, the 
Jaguars would take a 10-8 
lead off another well-timed tip 
this time performed by right 
side hitter Corina Williams, 
a freshman from Markham, 
Il.  Alexis Gayton, a freshman 
outside hitter, tied the set at 13-
13 to keep the final set close.
 Forced to use 
her timeouts to devise a 
counterattack after finding the 
team down 16-20 , Jaguars’ 
Coach Ashley Ottmann could 
only watch as the RedHawks 
pulled ahead to a 25-20 win; 
sweeping the Jaguars at home 
during their maiden voyage.
Savik Salgado, a setter, led the 
Jaguars with 18 assists while 
Clark recorded 12 digs.
President Elaine Maimon 
was in attendance, sitting in 
the corner of the gymnasium, 
to watch the game.  Alumni 
packed the bleachers and wore 
nametags of the years they 
attended GSU along with a 
crowd of students that filled 
up two of the three sets of 
bleachers in the arena.
Womens volleyball: Jaguars vs. Red Hawks
Erika Halverson, setting up to serve. Photo by Andrew Kriz
Fall 2015 sports preview
By Andrew Kriz
Intern Writer 
 “A new tradition 
begins now” is the motto being 
used to kick off Governors State 
University’s (GSU) entrance 
into the National Association 
of Intercollegiate Athletics 
(NAIA). 
 GSU was selected 
on April 14th to join the 
NAIA in the Association of 
Independent Institutions (AII) 
which encompasses 25 other 
schools spread out across the 
United States and two schools in 
Canada.
 Seven sports were 
selected for the 2015 school year 
and GSU will compete against 
schools in the AII located nearby 
and the Chicago Collegiate 
Athletic Conference (CCAC).
 For men’s sports GSU 
has fielded a team for basketball, 
cross country, and golf.  The 
women launched a team for 
basketball, cross country, golf, 
and volleyball.
Tony Bates was hired by 
the university as the Athletic 
Director and will serve as 
the school’s first men’s head 
basketball coach.
 In a press statement 
released on GSU’s athletics 
page on Mar. 11th, 2015 Bates 
said he plans to recruit student-
athletes from the Chicagoland 
area and in northwest Indiana. 
As a coach, Bates is a veteran of 
the game with nearly 30 years 
of coaching experience.  Prior 
to joining the Jaguars, he was 
an associate men’s basketball 
coach at Saint Xavier University 
in Chicago for 14 years.
 Bates worked under 
legendary head coach Tom 
O’Malley who is entering his 
50th year coaching.  On top of 
his winning record, O’Malley 
and Bates won the CCAC 
Championship four times.
 The men’s basketball 
team tips off the season with 
a home game against Trinity 
Christian College Oct. 21 at 6 
PM.  The meeting will certainly 
be electric with head coach Bates 
facing off against his undergrad 
alma-mater for his team’s first 
game.
 The men’s and 
women’s cross country team 
is coached by Kevin Kredens, 
a longtime resident of the 
South Chicagoland area.  Prior 
to agreeing to coach runners 
at GSU, Kredens served as 
assistant and then head coach for 
Rich East High School’s boys 
and girls cross coach and girls 
track and field.
 The men’s cross 
country team finished 31st and 
38th during their first meet at 
Purdue University Northwest 
Central in Westville, IN.  Willie 
Lipsey III, GSU’s trailblazing 
multi-sport athlete (basketball/
cross country), finished the 
course in 20:07.1 and Terrell 
Littles ended with a time of 
22:40.5.  On the women’s team, 
Kendra Riley finished the course 
in 38:37.3 while teammate 
Dominique Hunt was unable to 
race due to a toe injury.
 Next is a stop in 
Channahan, Il. on Friday, Sept. 
4 at 6 PM for the St. Francis 
University Twilight Invitational. 
Closer to home is the Olivet 
Nazarene University Twilight 
Invite at the Aspen Ridge Golf 
Course in Bourbonnais, Il. 
located off Rt. 50.  The team will 
begin the race at 5:45 PM on 
Friday, Sept. 11.
 For the women’s team, 
they will be joining the men as 
they travel to Channahan this 
week with a 6:15 start time.  In 
Bourbonnais, the women will 
begin earlier at 5 PM.
A third meet will be held on 
Friday, Sep. 25 in Warrenville, 
Il. with start times at 4:15 PM 
for the women and 5 PM for the 
men.
 After speaking to a 
source close to the situation with 
the golf team who requested 
to remain anonymous a new 
schedule will be released in 
the coming weeks to correct 
the mistaken schedule being 
advertised on the Athletics 
webpage.
 The men’s and 
women’s golf team will be 
coached by Craig Bowen. 
Bowen also serves as the 
Swing Coach for Homewood-
Flossmoor High School.  Bowen 
graduated from Homewood-
Flossmoor and went on to 
coach at Benedict College in 
Columbia, South Carolina. 
 As a student-athlete, 
Bowen played at the Southern 
University in Baton Rouge, 
La where he helped win two 
conference championships on 
the golf team.
 Finally, the women’s 
volleyball team is coached by 
Ashley Ottman – a former Pac 
10 volleyball player for the 
Arizona State University (ASU) 
Sun Devils.
 Now, as the Jaguars’ 
head coach she has the honor of 
paving the way for the volleyball 
team.  It has been a rough start 
for Ottman and the Jaguars as 
they have lost six games straight 
to open the season.  244 people 
showed up to watch the Jaguars 
play at home against the visiting 
Indiana University Northwest 
RedHawks according to the 
GSU Athletic Department. 
 GSU lost the 3 set contest 25-
21, 25-23, 25-20.
 September will be a 
busy month for the volleyball 
team with 11 games slated that 
will take them west to Dubuque, 
Ia. and east to South Bend, In.
 For a full schedule 
and game times visit the GSU 
Jaguars’ webpage at www.
gsujaguars.com and click on the 
volleyball tab.
